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A s the High Holidays are traditionally a time of reflection, I would like to take a few 
moments to share with you the sense of pride I feel when I reflect on how JFLT 
responded to the challenges the Covid-19 pandemic posed.   

Since its inception in 1924, JFLT has been an agency that is dependent upon in-person contact.  
Loan applicants were required to submit forms with original signatures, attend face-to-face 
interviews, and physically pick up and sign for all cheques. Aside from conducting interviews, 
volunteers were required to gather at in-person Loan Committee meetings where applications 
were discussed and voted upon.

When the Covid-19 pandemic hit, we knew we had to make changes, and make them fast. In 
response, our Board rose to the occasion and in record time approved new resolutions and 
procedures. A new Covid-19 category of loan with eased guarantor requirements was fast-
tracked. The volunteers agreed to conduct interviews by phone and to attend Loan Committee 
meetings via Zoom. An online form was posted on the JFLT website and arrangements were 
made to deposit loan cheques directly into borrowers’ accounts. And so it was that by the end 
of March 2020, JFLT had a fully functional COVID-19 Emergency Loan Program in place. 

I would like to thank the Board for its quick turnarounds and approvals, and all the volunteers 
for agreeing to operate virtually, often well into the night. I would also like to thank UJA for 
surprising us with a $50,000 technological upgrade grant. This grant has given JFLT the ability 
to modernize its application process and to introduce easily accessible, user-friendly online 
forms.  

My deepest gratitude also goes out to all those incredibly generous donors who came forward 
and gave special emergency contributions to JFLT.  This meaningful tzedakah is helping us 
serve the Community when it needs us most.

Jewish tradition teaches that all of Israel is responsible for one another. I can think of no better 
validation of this tradition than the way the Toronto Jewish Community is responding to the 
Covid-19 crisis.

May we continue to go from strength to strength and may we all have nothing but good health 
in the coming year. 

Shana Tova,

Marra Messinger
Executive Director

Marra Messinger
Executive Director
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Cathie Smith-Friedman
President

Greetings from the President

J ewish Free Loan Toronto has evolved over the decades, always working towards both 
anticipating and responding to the needs of the community. This was seen when 
individuals and families were re-establishing themselves as new immigrants, building 

businesses, educating their children and dealing with economic hardships. As the agency grew 
and evolved it always managed to maintain the mission to help others help themselves. 

This year we have been put to the challenge again in many ways. During the past 9 months 
we quickly adjusted the delivery of service so that remotely we were able to interview, make 
decisions and deliver funds. Every Rosh Hashanah we look back at the past and towards 
the future, thinking of what we have done, how we have behaved and who we are. This 
introspection needs to not only be done on a personal level but also regarding how our agency 
has performed within our community. By doing so, we recognize the need to expand our 
awareness and sensitivity of the diverse sexual, ethnic and cultural Jewish groups. We plan to 
reach out to sectors of our community who have not yet been fully serviced and to continue to 
welcome volunteers within these groups so that new ideas and perspectives are represented 
both as clients and as volunteers.  

On behalf of the Executive, Board of Directors and Volunteers, we would like to wish everyone a 
healthy, happy, and safe new year.  

Cathie Smith-Friedman
President   



Prior to Covid, Samantha, a single 
mother of two, ran a successful photography 
business which specialized in weddings and Bar/
Bat Mitzvahs. When event after event was cancelled, 
Samantha found herself without income and unable  
to support her family. Samantha is using the $8000 
Covid loan to tide her over until such time as she can 
resume work.

Henry is a 72-year-old pensioner who suffers 
from a rare auto-immune disorder. Because of 
this disorder, Henry has to be at the hospital every 
two weeks.  When Covid hit and bus travel became 
risky, especially for someone who is immuno-
compromised, Henry was forced to take Ubers to all of 
his appointments.  When the cost of the Ubers became 
prohibitive, Henry came to JFLT for a Covid loan. Now 
thanks to the $2500 that was allotted to him, Henry 
does not have to risk his health by going to the hospital 
on public transportation. 

Under the new 
Emergency Covid  
Loan Program,  
JFLT offers  
interest-free loans  
up to $8000 to  
people who have 
suffered financial 
hardship due to  
the pandemic. 

Here are some 
ways, Community 
members are 
using their  
loans.

COVIDCOVID
LOANS

To protect our clients’ privacy, 
names and certain details  
have been changed. 



Renata is a new immigrant from South America who is the mother of a 
special needs child. When Renata lost her job at the Daycare where she was working 
before Covid, she found herself in a very frightening position. Not only could she no longer pay 
her bills, but she was three months behind on rent. JFLT’s loan covered the rent arrears and 
even gave her a start on some of the bills. Renata recently started working as a cashier in a 
grocery store.

Rick is a 48-year-old divorced electrician who has custody of his three sons. 
When Covid hit and his jobs dwindled to nothing, Rick found that he could not make it through 
the month even though he had deferred his mortgage and was receiving CERB.  JFLT’s Covid 
Loan has given Rick the means to care for his family  
until such time as he can return to work. 

42-year-old Erica received a $1000 Loan in order to 
buy and install an air conditioner in the tiny apartment 
she shares with her ailing 80-year-old mother. The 
need for cool, fresh air was particularly pressing during 
Covid as the days were hot and outdoor activity was not 
recommended for those at-risk.    



NEW COVID Partnerships

JEWISH EDUCATION LOANS
In the August 2020 edition of the Jewish News Syndicate, Rabbi Chaim 
Perkal, the Founder and Director of Alei Siach, wrote:

“We must use this moment of crisis as an opportunity to make a 
meaningful change in the day-school system. With rapidly declining 
enrollment numbers, and more parents than ever who can’t afford 
tuition, we must come up with a plan to make sure day schools don’t 
die out.”

Luckily, thanks to the foresight of the Julia and Henry Koschitzky Centre for Jewish 
Education (CJE) and JFLT’s resources, Toronto no longer has to worry. The moment Covid-19 
broke out, CJE and JFLT were hard at work hammering out an agreement that would help 
parents cover tuition at Jewish Day Schools. Under the terms of the agreement, in addition 
to any subsidy entitlement, interest-free loans of up to $12,000 are now available to parents 
who have children attending UJA-supported Jewish schools. 

The program is limited to one loan per family. No guarantors or interviews are required. 
Application is through the respective schools. 

Thanks to the foresight, 
generosity and resourcefulness 
of UJA, CJE and JFLT,  
interest-free loans are now 
available to parents who need 
help covering tuition at  
Jewish schools. 



COVID Synagogue Agreements
The JFLT-Synagogue partnership program came about when rabbis began asking how JFLT could best help congregants who had been financially impacted by Covid-19.  To meet this emergency demand, JFLT created the Synagogue Partnership Program where synagogues provide JFLT with a security deposit and JFLT then lends out 4 times the amount. The borrowers do not have to secure guarantors and the security deposit is returned to the synagogue once all the loans are paid off. 

Any synagogue that would  like to participate in this program should contact  Marra Messinger at  
mmessinger@jewishfreeloan.ca



SpotlightSpotlight
ON DonorsDonors

ARON ABECASSIS

In 2004, Aron Abecassis donated $100,000 to JFLT in order to set up a Small 
Business Loan Fund. Even though we lost contact with Aron over the years, his 
money provided start-up costs for many small businesses in Toronto and was 
recycled many times over. 

On June 26 of this year, I all of a sudden noticed that there was a message on 
my office phone to call Aron Abecassis. Intrigued, I contacted him immediately. 
And so began the first of our many telephone and Facetime conversations. 
After discovering that Aron had established another 10 loan funds on 5 different 
continents, including 4 in Israel, I became bent on discovering why the Free 
Loan philosophy so appealed to him and what propelled him to be so incredibly 
philanthropic.

What I learned was inspiring. As an observant Jew, Aron believes that it is 
incumbent upon all Jews to give interest-free loans to people in need, especially 
because it is commanded 4 times in the Torah and Maimonides believed that it 
is the highest form of tzedakah.

Today, Aron is on a mission to get major donors, synagogues and Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah boys and girls across North America to set up Named Funds at their 
local Free Loan agencies. To encourage this, Aron has committed to donate 
$1000 to the first 100 synagogues that open funds! As he says: “I urge donors 
to create their own Funds or contribute to their synagogue’s funds as not only 
will they be fulfilling an obligation from the Torah, but even more importantly, 
they will have a tremendous joy in knowing they have made a difference in 
someone’s life and that of their family”. 

Born in Tangiers, Morocco in 1961, Aron Abecassis immigrated to Toronto with 
his family in 1970. In 1987, he moved to Los Angeles where he became a real 
estate developer and investor. 

 Marra Messinger



New Funds

THE MAGEN DAVID SEPHARDIC CONGREGATION FUND
Magen David Sephardic Congregation is a warm and welcoming synagogue that 
has been in operation for over 60 years. Today it is home to over 150 families. 
Spiritual leader Rabbi Messod Azoulay told us that the synagogue decided to set up 
a Named Fund at Jewish Free Loan Toronto because it wanted to reciprocate for all 
the help the Moroccan Jewish community had received throughout the years. He 
also believes that the fund will enable the members of his community to do a lofty 
Mitzvah that is not so commonly undertaken-- the Mitzvah of lending money to a 
fellow Jew, interest free. 

THE NEIL RYBAK MEMORIAL FUND
David and Leanne Matlow sent JFLT this note when they established their fund.
“Neil Rybak died at 55 years of age. In thinking of a fitting way to honour his 
memory, we decided to create a fund that would provide loans to help those in 
our community who are in need. Neil was a personal trainer by profession. He 
encouraged all of his clients to fulfill their potential from a physical fitness point 
of view. A loan from this fund will help the recipient maximize his or her potential 
and live their best possible life. Being relieved of financial stress also has a health 
benefit. We know that Neil would approve that people will be helped, in this way, in 
his name”.

THE PETAH TIKVA ANSHE CASTILLA CONGREGATION FUND
Founded in September 1958 by ten families who wanted a place to practice their 
Sephardic liturgy and speak their native Spanish, Petah Tikva Anshe Castilla was 
the first Sephardic synagogue in Ontario and today is one of the largest in Canada. 
As the Congregation’s spiritual leader Rabbi Yoseph Oziel states: “Petah Tikva 
Congregation is proud to be part of Jewish Free Loan Toronto and to be actively 
involved in all the wonderful things it does”. 

To Those Who Helped Us Help Others

JFLT would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to all those generous donors who 

came forward to help our clients during the time of Covid by either augmenting 

their funds or giving us special donations. In particular, we would like to thank the 

Azrieli Foundation, Nani and Austin Beutel, 

Eric Beutel, Ed Glina and Debbie Tessler, 

Moti Jungreis, The Tylman Family, 

UJA Federation of Greater Toronto and

 Tom and Zipora Zwiebel.

Toda, toda, toda.



GENERAL
Fund  Donor
The Abraham (Algy) and Doris Bloom Memorial Fund Paul Bloom
The Aminadav Fund Anonymous
The Baum Family Fund* Jeff and Tali Baum
The Bill Glied Memorial Fund Michelle Glied-Goldstein and Allan Goldstein
The Dr. Henry and Lucille Baumann Fund Estate of Lucille Baumann
The Fabricland Fund Warren and Debbie Kimel
The First Narayever Fund for Personal Emergencies Social Action Committee,  
      First Narayever Congregation
The Florence Minz Fund Florence Minz
The Howard Gitter Memorial Fund Faye Gitter
The Ira Gluskin and Maxine Granovsky Gluskin Fund Ira Gluskin and Maxine Granovsky Gluskin
The Irwin Beutel Memorial Fund Eric Beutel, Nani and Austin Beutel
The Jacob and Vivian Anhang Fund Jacob and Vivian Anhang
The Jewish Teen Board Fund Jewish Teen Board of Greater Toronto
The Joe Dwek Fund Joe Dwek
The Joseph Firestone Memorial Fund Faye Firestone
The Koschitzky Family Fund David Koschitzky
The Lake Baikal Memorial Fund Rochelle Reichert and Henry Wolfond
The Loftus Family Fund Vicki Loftus
The Magen David Sephardic Congregation Fund* Magen David Sephardic Congregation
The Marder Family Fund Ira and Shirley Marder
The Minatan Fund Moti Jungreis
The Nathan and Lily Silver Foundation Fund Shoel and Eileen Silver
The Neil Rybak Fund* Leanne and David Matlow
The Nira Fund* Anonymous
The Petah Tikva Anshe Castilla Fund* Petah Tikva Anshe Castilla Congregation
The Ron and Sharon Baruch Fund Ron and Sharon Baruch
The Sam, Micki, Eden and Ethan Mizrahi Family Fund Sam and Micki Mizrahi
The Silber Family Fund Allan and Hinda Silber
The Sydney and Florence Cooper and Family Fund Sydney Cooper z”l and Tobie and Edward Bekhor
The Tikva Fund Anonymous
The Wynn Family Charitable Foundation Fund The Wynn Family Charitable Foundation
The Z. Lambert Family Fund Zahava Lambert
*New Fund

EDUCATIONAL
Fund  Donor 
The Alex and Annette Devon Educational Fund Janet Durbin, Josh Devon, Michael Devon 
The Borer Family Educational Fund Leonard Borer, Terry Borer and families
The Education Opportunity Fund Jo-Ann Minden
The Glina-Tessler Fund for Study in Israel Ed Glina and Debbie Tessler
The Goldberg Fund Karen Goldenberg
The Wagner- Green Fund Daphne Wagner and David Green
The Zwiebel Family Education Fund Thomas and Zipora Zwiebel

And as always our gratitude goes out to all the generous



SPECIALIZED
Fund  Donor 
The Aron Abecassis Fund for Small Business and Aron Abecassis  
Educational Loans
The Barankin Fund in Memory of Froim Barankin Ben Barankin
(For people born in the former USSR)

The Emmet Foundation Fund for Healthcare The Tylman Family
And Critical Needs
The Friedman-Smith Fund for 60+ Steven Friedman and Cathie Smith-Friedman

The Goldie Feldman-JIAS Fund for New Immigrants Goldie Feldman

The Ha’Cohen Fund for Educational and Fertility Loans Erez and Eyal Ha’Cohen

The Harry and Malka Rosenbaum Employment Harry and Malka Rosenbaum 
Readiness Fund

The Hunt Family Foundation Fund for 60+ Hunt Family Foundation

The Kora Fund for First and Last Month’s Rent Helen Zukerman

The Larry and Judy Tanenbaum Fund for Seniors                Julie Albert, Lisa Gnat and Ken Tanenbaum 
And Special Needs Children

The Lewy Family Fund for Educational and                 Jules Lewy
Small Personal Loans 

The Mitchell and Susan Brown and Family Fund Mitchell and Susan Brown
For $1000 Loans

The Sari and David Binder Fund for Dental Needs              Sari and David Binder
And Abused Persons

Special Operations Fund Ben Barankin

The Zwiebel Family Fund for Critical Needs* Thomas and Zipora Zwiebel
*New Fund

We also extend our gratitude to the Azrieli Foundation for its incredibly generous  
5-year grant.

And as always our gratitude goes out to all the generous donors who have established Named Funds at JFLT.

2020
AGM

STAY TUNED FOR  
FURTHER DETAILS

JEWISH FREE LOAN 
TORONTO’S ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 
WILL BE HELD  
VIA ZOOM

Thursday 
November 26
8:00 p.m.
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Krauss Family Suite, Sherman Campus
4600 Bathurst Street, Suite 340, Toronto, ON M2R 3V3

email: info@jewishfreeloan.ca

jewishfreeloan.ca  |  416-635-1217 

HOURS: 
Monday – Thursday: 9:00am – 4:30pm

Friday: 9:00am – 2:00pm

Through grants and donations, JFLT provides Jewish community members in Ontario 
with interest-free loans. These loans are used for medical and dental care, all types of 
living expenses, situations where cash-flow is tight, study in Canada and abroad, fertility 
treatments and new business ventures. In 2015, JFLT began funding loans for other  
Jewish agencies, thereby saving many Community stipend dollars. In March 2020, JFLT 
introduced an Emergency Covid 19 Loan Program that offers help to people who have been 
financially impacted by the pandemic. JFLT is also partnering  with the Centre for Jewish 
Education in order to give loans to parents who require assistance covering tuition at  
UJA-supported Jewish schools. 

With your ongoing support, we will continue to provide loans to Jewish residents of Ontario.  
If you would like to make a donation to JFLT, you can:

1. Send a cheque to JFLT, Krauss Family Suite, 340-4600 Bathurst Street, 
Toronto, ON M2R 3V3

2. Call the office with your credit card number (416-635-1217)
3. Give a gift of stocks, securities or life insurance
4. Make an online donation by visiting www.jewishfreeloan.ca

Please remember that all 
donations to JFLT are gifts 
that keep on giving.  
Money donated today is 
recycled in perpetuity and 
helps people now and  
in years to come. 

IT IS THE 
GIFT THAT 
KEEPS ON 

GIVING


