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Free loan
matters

5775 has been an exciting year at JFLT, full of dynamic changes and growth: more volunteers at 
Loan Committee meetings, new agency partnerships, improved client-service practices – and  
results that can be seen in the number of loans granted in the past year. 

What do these numbers reveal? First of all, they show that poverty is rising at an alarming rate in 
Toronto’s Jewish Community. Secondly, they show that more and more individuals are becoming 
aware of our services.

In the coming year, we plan to step up our efforts in the battle against Jewish poverty. We will 
continue to offer $1,000 loans without guarantors to newcomers and low-income earners.   
We will continue to grant Mitzvah Loans to people in emergency situations and we will continue 
to grow our loan portfolio, which today stands at 2.3 million dollars.

As a result of these heartening advances, JFLT’s capital is now nearly fully utilized, and with many  
clients waiting for needed loans, we cannot continue to meet our current demand without your 
financial support. We appeal to you, dear volunteers and donors, to give generously this High 
Holiday season. 

Shana Tova Oomevurachat

Terry Borer
President

Marra Messinger
Executive Director

Year # oF Personal loans

2012 98
2013 95
2014 149
2015 180 (projected)

Dear free loan family: 

The highest form of  Tsedakah is giving a person 
a loan that puts him on the path to self-sufficiency.

Maimonides



JFLT is proud to introduce its new Intake Counsellor: Irina 
Krushelnitsky.  After serving in the Israeli army, Irina worked in 
Bank Leumi’s customer service department and then for the Haifa 
law firm of Josef Jeshuron where she specialized in debt collection. 
She holds a BA in Sociology and Human Resources from Bar Ilan 
University, is fluent in Russian, Hebrew and English and is a 
delightful addition to our staff.

Welcome Irina! 

introDUCinG oUr neW intaKe 
CoUnsellor: irina KrUsHelnitsKy

JFlT & Mol ParTnersHIP

sPotliGHt on PartnersHiPs

In 2014-15, Jewish Free Loan Toronto and March of the 
Living Toronto created a partnership to stretch stipend 
dollars and enable more people to go on the trip. 

Listen to what one mother had to say:

I just wanted to send a message to all the people at JFLT 
who volunteer their time and help people with loans. If it 
weren’t for Jewish Free Loan, my daughter Elena would 
not have been on stage today singing for the lost souls, the 
survivors and all the people who gathered in Auschwitz to 
participate in this year’s March of the Living. Elena might 
not understand today the impact this trip will have on her 
for the rest of her life, but I do. I am eternally grateful that 
Toronto March of the Living and Jewish Free Loan Toronto 
helped her get there. I was flooded with emotion and 
nachas when she was on stage doing what she loves doing 
more than anything in the world:  singing- singing with pride 
and happiness. Can you imagine she would have missed this 
experience without you? Know that - and share the 
wonderful things you do.

Thank you from my entire heart and soul,
Dorrie, a grateful mother.



  I am writing in the hope of raising awareness for your 
  wonderful organization. When my husband was diagnosed 
  with liver cancer, it was unthinkable to imagine that things 
could get worse. Unfortunately they did, as he was concurrently 
diagnosed with a virus that was contributing to the growth of the 
cancer and weakening his immune system. We were ecstatic to learn 
that this virus could be treated rather effectively but devastated to 
learn that the drug was not yet covered by OHIP. It was then in our 
time of desperation, that a friend told us about JFLT.  Through a process 
filled with dignity and compassion, we were approved for a $7,500 loan 
that went to pay for the treatment as well as for our mounting daily 
expenses.  This loan not only gave us an immediate solution to a real 
problem, it also gave us peace of mind.  
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

VeronIka* • Peace oF MInd For Troubled TIMes

sPotliGHt on loans

rHonda* • brIgHTer FuTure For MY cHIldren
  Imagine the fear I felt in my heart when my 
  landlord announced that my two children and I 
  had to be out of our apartment in one month’s 
time.  As a single mother, I did not know where to turn and 
where in the world I would find enough money to put down 
first and last month’s rent on a new place.  As it was, I was 
barely making enough to finish the month.  My JFLT loan 
enabled me to secure a new apartment, pay for the moving 
expenses and cover the bills until I could catch up.  For the 
first time in a long time, my family’s future looks bright.

pERsonAL
LoAns

A
MITzvAH
LoAns

BUsInEss 
LoAns

J-sAp sTUdEnT
LoAns

  I would like to thank JFLT donors for helping me 
  financially with my educational expenses at university. 
  Studying far away from home can be very costly. 
There are many more things to pay for besides tuition. OSAP loans 
are not enough. Without J-SAP, I could have never gone to school.  
I also would like to take this opportunity to mention how kind and 
helpful the JFLT staff was throughout the whole process.  
Wishing you all a Shana Tova.

Mark* • J-saP coMPleMenTs o-saP



  After 7 years of managing a production department 
  by day and taking wedding photos on the weekends, I 
  quit my job and went on a trip to Asia. While travelling, 
I took stock of what I really wanted to do with my professional life. 
It soon became clear that it was important for me to start my own 
business.  As I needed start-up funds, I turned to JFLT for a business 
loan.  Thanks to JFLT, I am proud to say that after 4 short months my 
business is doing better than I ever anticipated. Arnold Street Media 
(named after my childhood street) is a full service content 
marketing agency that strategizes marketing solutions and creates 
visual and written content for various brands.  Today, we have 8-10 
active clients and are growing rapidly. I know that this would not 
have been possible without JFLT and I couldn’t be more grateful.

eMIlY • new busIness sTarT-uP

  I am a student in the University of Toronto’s 
  Faculty of Medicine and a recipient of a Jewish 
  Free Loan Toronto J-SAP student loan. With the 
enormous jump in tuition coming from an undergraduate 
program to Medicine, I was unsure about how I could 
minimize my future financial debt. When I first heard about 
JFLT, it sounded too good to be true! But it was real. 
The application process was straightforward and the meeting 
with members of the Loan Committee completely enjoyable.  
during the interview, the volunteers helped me flesh out how I could sustainably finance my 
education. This is an amazing opportunity and I encourage anyone who needs help funding their 
education to come to JFLT for a loan. 

gabI* • Too good To be True?

It was wonderful to have my family with me at the Passover table. Thank 
goodness, I had not forgotten how to cook and was able to please my 
children and grandchildren with the food I made. What was so very special 
about this loan was that it turned out to be a real Mitzvah loan, for a day 
after the Seder I was diagnosed with Stage 4 breast cancer. I could have 
never taken the news the way I did without my family around me.
 Thank you for making this possible.

  Rochelle is an actress who lives on a shoestring budget.  
  Just before Passover, her son called to say he was 
  coming to her for the Seder. Although Rochelle did not 
have money to organize a Seder, she had an overwhelming feeling 
that she had to do it. Too proud to ask her children for a loan, she 
came to JFLT instead. Here is what she had to say:

rocHelle • MITzVaH loan unITes FaMIlY

A



THe aMInadaV Fund 
Aminadav is a character in the Bible whose name means “generous to my nation”.  The person  
who set up the Aminadav Fund is a righteous gentile who considers our people her people.   
This amazing individual, who insists on remaining anonymous, personifies Maimonides’ highest 
levels of charity 1) giving a loan rather than alms to people in order to make them self-sufficient 
and 2) giving without knowing to whom one gives, and without the recipient ever knowing from 
whom the gift was received.

THe borer educaTIonal Fund
The Borer Educational Fund was founded by the Borer Family in order to help students   
fulfill their aspirations and dreams. As firm believers in the equalizing power of education, the 
Borers set up the Fund so that all students, regardless of background, could have a chance to gain 
the academic foundation required to excel and succeed in the future. Thanks to the Borer Fund, 
needy Toronto students are now studying Law, Medicine, Business Administration, Occupational 
Therapy and Social Work at various universities in Canada and abroad.  

THe kora Fund
The Kora Fund was set up by the zukerman Family Foundation in order to help people attain 
economic independence through the granting of interest-free loans.  The uniqueness of this Fund 
rests in the fact that all loans will be registered with a credit bureau. This will enable recipients 
to build up a good credit rating as they pay back their original JFLT loan.  The Kora Fund will be 
used for loans to individuals who need first and last month’s rent and money for the purchase 
of furnishings.

THe MInaTan Fund 
The Minatan Fund was founded by the Jungreis Family in order to help Jewish Free Loan Toronto fulfill 
its mandate of helping others help themselves.  This Fund will be used for the granting of interest-free 
personal, Educational, Fertility and Business loans as well as for the allotment of $1,000 loans without 
guarantors.  The Jungreis Family believes in the efficacy of a hand-up as opposed to a hand-out, and is 
pleased to be joining JFLT‘s family of donors.

sPotliGHt on Donors
new Funds creaTed In 2015 

A fund is a one-time or cumulative donation of $18,000 or more. If you would like to create a 
fund in your own name or in someone else’s honour, please contact Marra Messinger at 

mmessinger@jewishfreeloan.ca or 416.635.1217 ext 5269.

Jflt’s 2015 fUnDraisinG Goal

Please HelP us reacH THIs TargeT!  

$90,000 $135,000 $180,000



Jewish Free Loan Toronto 
Krauss Family Suite, Sherman Campus

340 - 4600 Bathurst Street • Toronto, Ontario M2R 3v3
416.635.1217 • www.jewishfreeloan.ca

Did you know that every other Tuesday, a dedicated cadre of volunteers comes out to the Lipa 
Green Building to interview individuals seeking JFLT loans? 

These amazing people give of their time willingly without seeking recognition or reward. Some 
have been doing it for close to 30 years; some have just begun. To these unsung heroes without 
whom we could not operate, we extend an enormous Toda Raba.  You are the life force of our 
organization and stand as an example to all.

InTeresTed In VolunTeerIng aT JFlT? 
Please conTacT 416.635.1217

a sPeCial tHanK  yoU  to oUr VolUnteers

Jewish Free Loan Toronto’s Annual General Meeting will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 
november 24th, 2015 at the Lipa Green Centre for Jewish Community services, 

4600 Bathurst street, Toronto, on M2R 3V3. All members are welcome. 

JFLT members are people who have made a donation of $180 or more within a given calendar year. 
If you would like to be a member, please send in your membership dues. If you know of someone who 

might be interested in joining, please encourage them to do the same.

Jflt annUal General meetinG

 donaTe TodaY and waTcH Your 
donaTIon grow! eVerY dollar lenT ouT 

Is rePaId and THen lenT ouT agaIn.

Donate online at: www.canadahelps.org/dn/8698
By phone at: 416.635.1217 or 

by mailing the enclosed pamphlet to the JFLT offices.

Donate to Jflt

$


